
Growing Roses Quick Questions
Each year, around Valentine’s Day, millions of roses are 
sold worldwide – but how easy is it to grow your own?

Roses need at least six hours of sunlight each day. If you 
plant them somewhere which is too shaded, they could 
struggle to produce flowers. In addition, rose plants 
don’t do well in ground that is too wet. In fact, by the 
time a rose plant is a few years old, their roots will be 
long enough to draw moisture from the ground during  
the winter. This means that they  
only require watering during  
the summer.

Although we often see red roses  	
around Valentine’s Day, roses 	  
come in lots of different 			 
colours including orange, yellow, white 
and gold. 

Which colour will you plant?

1.	 Why do older roses only need to be watered 
during the summer? 

�  

�  

2.	 Find and copy one word which means the same 
as ‘pull up’. 

�  

3.	 In 20 words or fewer, sum up the most important 
things to remember when looking after a rose plant. 

�  

�  

4.	 After reading this text, would you like to grow 
your own roses? Explain your answer. 

�  

�
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Growing Roses Answers
1.	 Why do older roses only need to be watered 

during the summer? 
Older roses only need to be watered during the 
summer because their roots are long enough to  
draw moisture from the ground during the winter.

2.	 Find and copy one word which means the same 
as ‘pull up’. 
draw

3.	 In 20 words or fewer, sum up the most important 
things to remember when looking after a rose plant. 
Accept any answer which makes reference to 
the text, such as: It is important to remember to 
give roses lots of sunlight and not to water them  
too much.

4.	 After reading this text, would you like to grow 
your own roses? Explain your answer. 
Accept any sensible answer provided that an 
explanation is given, such as: I would not like to 
grow my own roses because I would be worried 
about them not having enough sunlight and whether 
or not I was watering them too much.

Each year, around Valentine’s Day, millions of roses are 
sold worldwide – but how easy is it to grow your own?

Roses need at least six hours of sunlight each day. If you 
plant them somewhere which is too shaded, they could 
struggle to produce flowers. In addition, rose plants 
don’t do well in ground that is too wet. In fact, by the 
time a rose plant is a few years old, their roots will be 
long enough to draw moisture from the ground during  
the winter. This means that they  
only require watering during  
the summer.

Although we often see red roses  	
around Valentine’s Day, roses 	  
come in lots of different 			 
colours including orange, yellow, white 
and gold. 

Which colour will you plant?
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