
Maths games and activities your child can play 
at home 

 
Indoor games and activities you can play at home 
On rainy days or days off school it can be hard to persuade children to practise their maths, 

but these activities should have your child enjoying maths at home in no time at all!  
 

Indoor maths game 1: Count Down! 
This game is a simple at home version of the TV favourite and can be played with any 
number of players. 
 
What you need to play: 

• 4 ‘large number’ cards with the numbers 25, 50, 75 and 100 on them 
• A set of cards with the digits 1-10 on them, with at least two cards for each number 

 
How to play: 
Step 1: Set out 4 large number cards (25, 50, 75 and 100) face down and mixed up. 

Step 2: Do the same with the 1 – 10 cards, making sure you have at least 2 cards for each 
number. 

Step 3: Players take it in turns to select one of the big number cards or one of the small 

number cards, until there are 6 cards laid out all together.  
Step 4: Someone who is playing the game needs to generate a 3-digit number. This can be by 

throwing a dice, or selecting cards from a pile of 0 to 9 cards.  

Step 5: Once the number has been generated, turn over the six cards and players have 
to try and get to that total using any of the six number cards and any of the four 

operations.  
Each card can only be used once and the winner is the first person to reach the total, 
or the player who is closest after a set length of time. 
The game can be adapted for younger children, by choosing the numbers on the cards 
carefully and having them aiming to reach a 2-digit number, rather than a 3-digit 

number.  

 https://youtu.be/RZgkr5_Xn58   

https://youtu.be/RZgkr5_Xn58


Indoor maths game 2: Salute  
This simple game is all about bringing together verbalisation and maths.  
What you need to play: 

• Two willing participants 
• Cards numbered 1-10 (these can be made from a sheet of paper) 

How to play: 

Step 1: The game starts with the two players facing each other. Each person selects a 

numbered card and sticks it on their forehead, so the other player can see.  
Step 2: The person leading the game gives a statement, such as what the sum of the two 

numbers is, the difference between the two or the product of the two etc…..  
Step 3: Each player has to work out what number is on their own card, based on what is 

written on the other person’s head and the rule given.  
 

  



Indoor maths game 3: Multiplication Bingo  
Bingo is a perennially fun game that can be enjoyed by people of all ages, and this version 
puts a mathematical twist on this classic game, as a way to boost multiplication skills. 
What you need to play: 

• Paper to write numbers down on 
How to play: 

Step 1:  In this mathematical version of the game, all players write down 5 numbers, which 
are multiples of a given times table. For example: if they were doing the 5 times table, they 
might write 10, 35, 45, 50 and 60. 

Step 2: A third person can lead the game and call out multiplication questions from the 
chosen times table, or they can be written on cards, jumbled up in a pile for players to take 
turns picking and reading out. 

Step 3: If the player has an answer to the question on their bingo board, they can cross it 

out. First person to cross out all their numbers is the winner.  
 
  



The most fun maths games and activities to do at home  
One of the best ways to encourage a child to learn about anything is by making it fun, and 
that is exactly what these maths games are! 
 
Fun maths game 1: Maths Problem Scavenger Hunt  
All children enjoy a scavenger hunt, so why not make one based around maths?  
What you need to play 

• Some creativity 
• A garden or home full of measurable objects! 

How to play: 

Step 1: Give children a grid with some pre-set weights and lengths on. It will then be a 
challenge for them to find something in the garden that is approximately 10cm long, or 

something in the house that weighs 300g (as an example).  
Step 2: Get your child to gather all of the items they think match the weights and lengths on 
the card, and check how well they have done with some kitchen scales and a tape measure! 
 
 

Fun maths game 2:  The Yes/No Game 
This is another simple game that is loved by children in classrooms across the country! It’s also 

a good way to get in practice of 2d shapes and 3d shapes, which as parents we can sometimes 
avoid. 
What you need to play: 

• A series of cards/pieces of paper 
How to play: 

Step 1: Both players put a card on their head. It could have a number on it, a shape etc….  
Step 2: The first player asks a question which can only be answered with ‘yes’ or ‘no’. E.g. 
‘Am I odd?’ ‘Am I under 20?’ ‘Do I have 4 sides?’ etc….. 

Step 3: They keep asking questions until the get the answer correct, or they run out of turns 
(you can set the number of turns they get at the beginning of the game). Then it is time for 
the other player to have a go. 
 

  



Fun maths game 3: Bang Bang 
Bang bang is a great game for practising quick recall facts.  
What you need to play: 

• Two willing mathematicians! 
How to play 

Step 1: 2 players stand back to back, cowboy shootout style.  
Step 2: A question is called out, such as ‘what is 7 x 6?’  
Step 3: The first player to turn, face their opponent, shout ‘bang bang’ and to give the 
answer wins the round. 

Step 4: This is then repeated until a number of points, decided at the start of the game, is 

reached. That player is then the winner.  
 
 

The 3 best hands on maths games and activities to do at home 
Doing some hands on maths activities with your child is a great way to capture their full 
attention when you are doing maths at home, and these games have been created to do just 
that. 
 

Hands on maths game 1: Five To One  
This game not only tests children’s verbalisation and problem solving skills, but it also brings 
an element of competition into doing maths at home, and we all know how much children love 
to ‘win’! 
What you need to play: 

• Cards with maths statements written on them 
• Two players 

How to play: 

• Step 1: The first person picks a card containing five statements. Each of the five 
statements provide a clue to the final answer, starting with a vague clue for the first 

statement, through to an easy clue for the fifth statement.  
• Step 2: Player one picks a card and reads out the first statement. E.g. ‘This shape 

has four sides’.  
• Step 3: Player two can choose to give an answer and score the maximum five points, if 

they are correct, but risk scoring zero if they are wrong. Alternatively, they can choose 
to hear the four point question. They keep on going until they get a question wrong, or 
they choose to pass to hear the next question until they get to the final one point 

question.  
 
 
 
 



Hands on maths game 2: The 24 Game  
This is a very simple game that will help your child practice their arithmetic skills, and it is 
a game they can play with a group of friends. 
What you need to play: 

• A pack of playing cards (The number cards only) 
How to play: 

Step 1: Each player picks 4 number cards at random from the pile.  
Step 2: They then need to find a way to manipulate the 4 digits using any of the 4 

operations (+, -, x, ÷) so the end result is 24 For example, if they chose 4, 7, 8, 8, they 

could do (7 – (8÷8) x 4 = 24) 

Step 3: If nobody is able to reach 24, you can make it closest wins!  
 

 

 
 
https://youtu.be/HeO0q0cSvx0  
 

 
  

https://youtu.be/HeO0q0cSvx0


Hands on maths game 3: 5 Of A Kind 
This is a tricky maths card game that will truly put your child’s (and maybe even your) 
skills and knowledge to the test. 
What you need to play: 

• 5 sets of cards numbered 2-9 

How to play:  
Step 1: The first player picks a card numbered from 2 – 9.  
Step 2: They then collect another 4 cards with the same number as the first, so they have 5 

cards with the same number.  
Step 3: The aim of the game is to use one or more of the five cards to get an answer of each 

digit between one and ten.  
If for example, the player chose a 5. They would then need to use one or more of the cards to 

find the answer 1, 2, 3…… To make 1, they could do 5 ÷ 5, to make 2 they could do (5 ÷ 

5) + (5 ÷ 5) etc….  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



The top 3 outdoor maths games and activities to do at home 
 
Whether you realise it or not, the great outdoors and maths go hand in hand, and these 
outdoor maths games and activities should serve as inspiration about how you can help your 
child learn maths whilst outdoors! 
 
Outdoor maths game 1: Life Size Board Games 
Board games are a fun way to spend time with the family, but have you ever thought about 

actually becoming part of the board game?  
To help your child learn maths outside, you can easily make a life size board game and 
become the characters in the game. 
What you need to play: 

• Paper plates (or even just sheets of paper will do) 
• A large dice (or a cube shaped box which can be made into a dice) 
• A dose of creativity! 

How to play:  
Step 1: Use paper plates as an easy way to make the board game squares, and if you don’t 

have access to a large dice, a cube shaped box can be made into one instead.  
Step 2: The board games you play can vary depending on the age of your child. With 
younger children, the plates can be numbered to encourage counting or learning their number 
bonds, whilst older kids could have times tables or other maths facts to answer as they go 

round the board.  
 
Outdoor maths game 2: Multiplication Hopscotch 
Everyone knows how to play hopscotch, but by introducing maths into the mix you can take 

this traditional playground game to the next level.  
What you need to play: 

• Chalk 

How to play:  
Step 1: Using chalk, draw out hopscotch squares on the ground and in each square, write 
either multiples of a number or multiplication facts. 

Step 2: Each person then hop, skips and counts at the same time, which is a really good way 

of helping those multiplication tables stick.  
The other great thing about this game is this can be done with one person, or if friends are 

visiting everyone can join in and have a go.  

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Yf-vd1IettE

https://youtu.be/Yf-vd1IettE


Outdoor maths game 3: Telling The Time Activity  
Time is one of those things many children find tricky, but this game will help your child 
tackle this topic. 
What you need to play: 

• Chalk 
How to play: 

Step 1: Try drawing a clock on the ground with chalk.  
Step 2: Then, get your child to use their body to make the hands of the clock. They could 
show just the hour or minute hands by lying straight, or they could use their body to make 
the hour and the minute hands, with their legs (the longer part) being the minute hand and 

their torso (the shorter part) the hour hand.   
 


